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Upcoming Events

Remi nder : Dondt forget yop

July, 2009

Mark Your Calendars! ] . . .
22nd - Annual & Board Meeting, We have included a membership application at the end of this

7:00 PM. Richland Area newsletter and enclosed a pre -addressed return envelope for
Community Center your convenience.

August, 2009
19thd KBS Pasture Dairy Grand

Opening 1:00PM-4:00PM

Pasture Dairy Farm Notice of GLQO Annual Meeting
22ndd First Annual GLQO Ice Cream . . .
Social, Noon-4:00PM Gull Lake Quality Organization
Hickory Gables Dairy Annual Meeting
Sept. 2009
2ndd Board Meeting, 6:30 PM Wednesday, July 22, 2009, 7:00PM
Hickory Builders Richland Area Community Center
Oct. 2009 9400 East CD Ave, Richland
14thd Board Meeting 6:30 PM
Check website for location Featured Speakers:
Jane Herbert, MSU Extension District Water Quality Educator o)
Nov. 2009 Lakescaping

18thd Board Meeting 6:30 PM

heck website for locati T
Check website for location Wendy Ogilvie , Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber &

Dec. 2009 Update on Proposed Water Quality Monitoring Project
30tho Board Meeting 6:30 PM
Check website for location Come to the GLQO Annual Meeting. Find out what the
GLQO has been doing for you, the residents of the Gull
Lake Watershed, over the pas

GLQO has planned for the coming year to preserve and
protect the natural resources of the Gull Lake

The Inaugural GLQO Ice Cream Social!

What: Ice Cream Social/Fund Raiser for GLQO
When: Saturday, August 22, 2009 Noon -4:00PM
Where: Hickory Gables Dairy, Cressey Road
Check www.glgo.net for more details




Making Sense of Local Lakerelated Organizations

By Eric Reid

0Tis once again the time of year when all our t hot

Gadzooks, it seems as if there are more and more local organizations all the time asking for your

member ship or your donations, and itds just gettir
the GLQO are asked about this kind of thing regularly, so we thought it a good time to try and help alleviate
some of the confusion we encounter.

Specifically, there are (at least) three local organizations involved with quality of life issues on Gull Lake.
Those are:

Mission: To provide education and information need to help preserve and protect
the water quality in the Gull Lake Watershed

Provides: Watershed Quality Monitor.i ngfc,g%}’,?gt{m
Ordinances; Gull Lake Marine Patrol g

Membership: Open to any local resident within the Watershed

e The Gull Lake Quality Organization  (http://www.glgo.net) /
Gull Lake

. The Gull Lake Association (http://gulllakedam.org)
Mission: Ownership and upkeep of Gull Creek Dam, which controls the level
of Gull Lake
Membership: Any property owner on Gull Lake or Gull Creek

e The Four Townships Water Resources Council  (http://www.ftwrc.org)

Mission:: Land usage strategy development across Ross, Richland, Prairieville, m@%?‘ oo
Barry Townships <

Provides: Annual Paddle (this yeard Sherman Lake), Clean Water Signs P
(Prairieville Creek, Augusta Creek, Gull Creek) 2

Membership: Open to any local resident within the four townships

Summer Dairy Happenings

By The Editor

If you have an interest in dairies or that most flavorful of dairy products, ice cream, read on!

OQur friends over at MSUb6s Kell ogg Biological St ati
brand new Pasture Dairy Farm. KBS will host a Dairy Grand Opening and Open House to showcase the

new facility on Wednesday, Aug. 19, 2009 from 1 to 4 p.m. This will be open to the public and will include a
tour of the new facility. The new dairy facility will continue to be open for tours after this date. To learn more
about the Open House, visit the web at www.kbs.msu.edu/farm/dairy/pastureresearch.php.

Three days later, the GLQO is proud to host the first annual GLQO Ice Cream Social Fund Raiser at Hickory
Gables Dairy. Come by for a tour of a state-of-the-art dairy farm, learn more about how GLQO is working to
preserve the quality of the Gull Lake Watershed, and enjoy some cold delicious ice cream! There will also
be chances to feed calves as well as hayride tours of the farm. There will also be raffle prizes!! Look for a
postcard in the mail soon, or check the GLQO website at www.glgo.net for more details.

See you in August!



Webmaster s Page

PP The Gull Lake Quality Orgaryzation

By: GLQO Webmaster (webmaster@glqo.net)

The State of Michigan now places the results of its water quality testing program online for anyone to study.
One key sampling location for the past several years has been Gull Lake itself, where weekly tests are
done each summer for E. Coli bacteria. This testing is conducted off Ross Township Park.

Website: http://www.deq.state.mi.us/beach/BeachDetail.aspx?BeachlD=1066

Sampling results for the cumrent year are shown below.
All historical results are available here.

At the right is the current set of testing results so far this summer. |
|l tds worth nothing that, althc - pil
a few weeks back, the high of 19 comes nowhere close to the f
maximum acceptable level of 300 established by the state.

~—cw®on

Translation: Bacteria levels in Gull Lake remain very low this

summer!
The GLQO supplements the State = ;m::!:, = pr
One that IS CO'SpOnSOred by the FOUf' TOWHShlpS Water Graph displays all sampling results from 5/5/2009 to 6/22/2009.

Resources Council. These tests are conducted, certified and

maintained by the Kalamazoo County Department of Health and Community Services. The water quality
testing sites include Prairieville Creek (which ac
water), Little Long Lake inlet to Gull Lake, as well as Augusta Creek.

Update: Watershed Water Quality Monitoring Program

By: Eric Reid

The proposed plan for watershed-wide water quality monitoring continues to move forward. This program is
funded by the GLQO, and is being developed by the local environmental consulting firm Fishbeck,
Thompson, Carr and Huber. At the most recent GLQO Board Meeting, Jim Brode, project lead for the effort,
provided an update of the ongoing work, which is right now concentrated on

defining a comprehensive surface water and ground water monitoring program

for the Gull Lake Watershed. Once Fishbeck completes the overall water

guality testing strategy, the GLQO Board will vote on how to proceed based on

several factors including available funding, effort required to conduct regular

testing procedures, and the presence of d or potential for 8 real threats to

the watershed water quality. Important criteria yet to be determined in this

process include:

1. Can both surface water and ground water be monitored effectively across
the entire watershed?

2. Where can surface water and ground water be monitored in a way that
provides the best oO0early warningdé of threats and

3. What, in priority order, should be the chemical or biological substances tested for?

Wendy Ogilvie from Fishbeck will be speaking at the July 22 Annual Meeting on this effort. We encourage
interested parties to attend and ask questions!



Local Schools Visit State of the Art Farm

By: Bastiaan De Jong

Hickory Gables Dairy Farm hosted several groups of students from Galesburg-Augusta and Gull Lake
School Districts this Spring. The children were
about milk production, and get a better understanding about how agricultural operations can

successfully co-exist within the Watershed and along side Watershed residents.

The kids had a great time, and several wrote to us afterwards expressing their appreciation in ways
unique to children:

wmer De Jong... j
...this was the best field trip

‘ |l 6ve been on t hi

...you guys have to milk
1200 cows thato

s hard. .

...every cow produces 8 to 9 gallons

degrees F WOW THATG6S

...Oh and by the way thanks
for the chocolate milk...

Join us at the Farm for the first annual GLQO Ice Cream Social Fund Raiser on August 22nd and see
for yourself what the students are raving about!
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